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        Date: October 29, 2018 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Carolyne Northover 
 Environmental Licensing and Protection, Manitoba Hydro 
 
Cc: Rachel Boone, Sherrie Mason 
 
From: Robert Berger 
 Wildlife Resource Consulting Services MB Inc. 
 
Re: Keeyask Generation Project (KGP) Gull Habitat Enhancement Area Evaluation 
 

Background 

Gulls have traditionally nested on islands at Gull Rapids, portions of which are within the 
Keeyask Generation Project (the Project) footprint and have been altered by Project 
construction.  Nesting islands used by gulls are typically rocky, support little to no vegetation, 
have stable banks and have limited access for land predators. This type of habitat is 
uncommon in the area near the Project, especially on islands surrounded by natural rapids. 
Ring-billed gulls were the most abundant species of colonial waterbird observed during 
Project monitoring in 2015 to 2018.   

Final Project development will result in the removal and/or degradation of approximately 2.7 
ha of potential gull and tern breeding habitat. When mitigation measures for the loss of this 
breeding habitat were originally proposed in the EIS, it was anticipated that sensory 
disturbance from construction activities might prevent gulls and terns from nesting on their 
traditional nesting islands at Gull Rapids; additionally, there was uncertainty about how water 
levels in the Gull Rapids area would change during construction with commissioning of the 
spillway.  

Justification to Decommission the Gull Habitat Enhancement Area for 2019 

The gull habitat enhancement area (see Map 1 for location) has been available to ring-billed 
gulls from 2015 to 2018 to provide an alternate nesting site during the Project construction 
period. As no gulls have used the gull habitat enhancement area during this time, the area 
appears to have had limited attractiveness to gulls. 
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It is hypothesized that the gull habitat enhancement area has not been used by gulls to date 
because: there is adequate suitable natural nesting habitat available elsewhere in the local 
study area (see Map 1 for nesting locations); sensory disturbance does not seem to be affecting 
the selection of nesting and congregation sites by gulls during construction (Map 2); and as of 
summer 2018 the traditional nesting islands at Gull Rapids continue to be available for 
nesting. 

Between 2015 and 2018, Project monitoring has recorded 14 locations of gull colonies1 near 
the Project site (i.e., between Birthday Rapids and Stephens Lake; see Map 1).  Table 1 lists 
the number of ring-billed gull colonies between Birthday Rapids and Stephens Lake from 
2015-2018, and the total number of colonies observed in the larger region during the Project 
monitoring. Overall, ring-billed gull numbers during Project construction have been very 
similar to those prior to construction. 

Monitoring in 2017 (a year with exceptionally high spring water levels, which reduced the 
nesting habitat available at Gull Rapids) showed that while gulls still nested in the Gull Rapids 
area, they also shifted their nesting locations to previously unused areas. One island (site 683; 
see Map 1) approximately 12 km upstream of Gull Rapids, had been cleared of trees for the 
Project in the winter of 2015/2016. In 2017, new suitable habitat formed at site 683 and it was 
used by the local gull population for nesting. No gulls had been observed nesting or loafing on 
this island during the previous two years of Project monitoring.  

Because other existing habitat, including the new natural island habitat temporarily created 
from recent reservoir clearing, appears to be more desirable for nesting than the constructed 
gull habitat enhancement area (as supported by the 2015-2018 monitoring data), 
decommissioning the constructed gull nesting habitat area one year earlier than initially 
planned would not limit the amount of suitable nesting habitat available to gulls near the 
Project site. 

Following impoundment, a permanent gull and tern nesting island that is currently under 
construction at the Project site, will be available for gulls and terns during operation of the 
generating station. 

  

                                                      
1 Congregation - group of birds where nesting is not taking place  
  Colony - group of birds where nesting is taking place 
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Table 1: Number of ring-billed gull colonies in the Region and Local Area (defined by the extent 
shown in Map 1) by survey year 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total Colony Locations 
(All Survey Years) 

Local Area 9 5 7 7 14 
Region 19 17 10 15 44 
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Map 1. Ring-billed gull nesting sites near the Project site from 2015 to 2018. 



 

www.wrcs.ca 

495-B Madison Street Page 5 
Winnipeg, MB R3J 1J2 
Ph: 204-452-2197 

 
Map 2. Ring-billed gull nesting sites and congregation sites near the Project site from 2015 to 2018. 
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